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ous. In the family Compositae this condition is carried so far that
the individual flowers are crowded into heads which superficially
resemble single flowers (Figs. 307, 319, 320), as is the case with the
sunflower, cosmos, daisy, and chrysanthemum.

Odors of flowers. Many flowers possess odors which serve to
attract insects, and a large number of inconspicuous flowers are

FIG. 320. Single flower ( X 2) and flower head ( X i) of marigold
In the single flower the expanded portion is the corolla; in the center of this
are shown the style and the stigma surrounded by stamens
pollinated by insects that are attracted by the odor. Conspicuous
flowers frequently have odors, although in many cases they are
odorless. The odors are due to essential oils which are volatile and
odoriferous.
The essential oils of flowers are extensively employed in the
manufacture of perfumes, toilet waters, and face and sachet
powders, Various methods such as steam distillation, extraction
with fats (preparation of flower pomades), and extraction with
volatile solvents are used to obtain the perfume oils from flowers.